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What we know

We know that connectedness is vital to us as human beings, We also know 
that the handing down of stories makes our older generation feel valued, and 
helps our younger generation learn.

The challenge for all communities is to capture these stories in a meaningful 
way and to be able to use them to engage and teach the younger generation.

Claude is 102 years old. He got his driving license at 14 years old, in 1932, in a 
Model T Ford and his stories of driving over all that time are fascinating.

Joy vividly remembers having her photo taken at an AMP show in the 1960’s. 
Her memories of what the show was like tell a wonderful story of an annual 
local event that is still running after all these years.

Piripi recalls the Springbok Tour of 1981, when he was working as a journalist 
during the Hamilton game. His stories are powerful and remind us of a 
tumultuous time in our history.

These people - and many others - sit quietly in our communities, waiting for 
someone to stop and listen to them so their stories can be told.

Meanwhile, for the younger generation, the way they communicate compared 
to the older generation has changed significantly. Teenagers make 
connections through social platforms, or gaming, and this is influencing the 
way they interact and connect with each other.

They might be interacting, but, like their older counterparts, they are also 
sitting at home, physically alone, while they connect with their online world.

Studies show that some of the loneliest, least connected people in 
our community are drawn from these two groups: teenagers and older 
adults. Older adults can have limited mobility, limited funds and limited 
understanding of technology. Teenagers have the technology, but can lack 
the social maturity and skills to negotiate a place in society that they can call 
their own.

Our Story

The Connected Project is a partnership between local government 
community facilities and professional contractors. We are a collaborative 
team and looking to keep this exciting project moving, but to also have the 
ability and capacity to grow with the project as the need arises.

The team until now has been Daniel Betty, Community Manager at Toitoi 
Hawke’s Bay Arts and Events Centre, Elizabeth Palmer, the Older Adults 
Librarian from Hastings District Libraries, and Jo Morris, from The Write 
Coach.

The Connected Project is the culmination of the process of finding answers 
to those two questions. The project aims to foster community, initiate 
conversations, and encourage connection between older adults and 
teenagers.

There are many organisations and projects aimed at helping older adults, 
and many for supporting teenagers.

What we are doing differently is explicitly linking those two groups.

The project is called ‘Connected’ for a reason.

We want to build a bridge between these two groups, inviting them to 
discover commonalities and explore differences.

We are aiming for an intergenerational experience: in forming connections 
based on common interests.

The team members all have a unique set of connections, community reach, 
media and teaching skills, and we are using those to create an engaging and 
worthwhile project for all involved.

We began the ‘Connected’ journey with two questions:

How could we connect older adults and teenagers in a 
productive way?

How could we facilitate meaningful interactions between 
these two groups?
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What We’ve Done

Originally – in the gloriously pre-COVID-19 world of January of 2020, the plan was to invite 
groups of older adults into schools to have guided conversations. They were going to talk 
about technology as a starting point: exploring how things were then compared to now.

We decided that we could use props to stimulate the conversations – an old photo, 
newspaper page, telephone, telegraph and so on.

We planned to connect different agencies and groups representing older adults, with 
different schools.

With COVID-19, Connected had to be re-imagined.

We decided to film conversations with Jo and individual older adults.

These conversations followed hour-long initial interviews, where we explained the project, 
talked about possible technological focusses, and planned the filmed discussion.

So far, we’ve filmed twelve people. We’ve edited the raw footage of four of them to make 10 
minute mini-documentaries, each with a single subject and focus (for example technology, 
the 1931 earthquake, or identity).

Our next step was to connect to teenagers. Karamu High School’s English Department 
welcomed us in, and we were able to trial the project with the Year 10 cohort in 2020.

The students listened to ‘tasters’ of the four edited interviews, chose one, and responded by 
making a vlog, addressing the older adult they’d chosen.

What We’ve Found

All our outcomes so far are anecdotal, but nonetheless, there’s a powerful sense that the 
project is fulfilling our aims.

The older adults we’ve interviewed so far have been universally welcoming and willing to 
contribute their stories.

Many have been nervous about being filmed, or unsure about the value of their contributions.

Jane talked about crafting with her grandmother and mother, and showed us heirloom pieces 
from three generations of crafters. She said after the interview: “This really helped me see the 
value of something I’ve taken for granted. I didn’t realise I had so many precious pieces in my 
cupboards.”

For some, it has helped them process their own experiences.

Piripi, a retired journalist who has a programme on Radio Kidnappers, commented, “I’m 
enjoying listening to raw footage and I’d like to weave this into one of my radio shows. I’ll be 
focusing on a national Maori awakening through one person’s eyes.“

All the older adults have spoken about the value of communities.

Peter said, of the swimming club he still attends, “There’s a bond there. I’ve got friends that 
started off with me, and I’m 92, and we’re still friends from childhood.”

This powerful insight is a valuable message for teenagers who lack connectedness.

The teenagers from Karamu High School have been similarly positive in their responses. In 
fact, one girl commented, “That was the best thing I’ve ever done at school.”

For Calais, viewing Piripi’s mini-doc made him think about how “news [now] is both more and 
less reliable” now that “everyone – the public, the people – are the reporters – anyone who has 
a mobile device, social media and witnesses the event.”

Sophia responded to Jane’s showcasing her heirloom crafted pieces by gathering those of 
her own family. She spoke of her great-grandmother, and said, “It reminded me of stories my 
mum would tell me about craft.”

Amie, who responded to Joy’s discussion of photography in the 1950’s and 60’s, said it made 
her, “stop and think about the photos we take and how we represent ourselves.”

She linked Joy’s comment that photos “weren’t really a real representation of your lives” with 
her own experience of social media, and how “people want to portray to the world the best 
version of themselves, which may not be their real selves.”

Lena and Caitlin, also responding to Joy, summed up by saying, “Thank you, Joy, for inspiring 
us to share our photos physically, not digitally – it’s something we should be doing more.”

One outcome we didn’t foresee, but really love, is how students made connections within their 
own whanau and friends as a response to the mini-docs. Some visited grandparents to look at 
photos, some gathered and asked about photos or objects in their homes, others gathered to 
share stories.
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What is our next step: Our Vision

We’ve dreamt big for the next stage of the project, and we’re already well on 
our way to realising some of those dreams.

In 2021 we are taking the finished mini docs into three schools and are 
working closely with teachers and students, on four projects.

For the rest of the year, we have some of those big plans that we believe will 
cement this project as a success. These are;

•  To make more mini-docs from the raw footage, and add    
supplementary interviews, to suit new directions.

•  To showcase what we’ve achieved, in a presentation or exhibition   
to the wider Hastings community. This will involve both the older   
adults and teenagers, in person or by presenting the artefacts   
they have helped create.

•  In Term 4 of 2021, we’re going back to our original plan, and    
having some older adults and teenagers meet face to face.

•  We would like to interview more older adults, but broaden   
our focus to ‘wellbeing’, partly in response to the government’s   
“Psychosocial and Mental Wellbeing Plan” for COVID-19, 
published in December 2020. We would like to take the resulting 
material to intermediate and junior secondary students (Years 7- 10).

•  Finally, we want to build a website, to broaden the reach and 
impact of the project beyond Hastings, first regionally and then, 
ideally, nationally.

What We Need: Budget

For the development of this project we require funding for the following 
components.

•  capturing more stories from older adults, with the broader focus of 
‘Wellbeing.’

•  showcasing the project in an exhibition

•  beginning new cycles of connecting teenagers and older adults

•  developing a website.


